O F F I C I A L N E W S L E T T E R O F T H E S TO N E R I D G E C O M M U N I T Y
OCTOBER 2020
VOL.18 NO.10 | STONERIDGEHOA.ORG

INSIDE:

HALLOWEEN DECORATING CONTEST
JAKE WALTMAN RACING
ICING SMILES

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
October is upon us,
and the last seven
months have been
an experience none
of us ever saw
coming. COVID-19 has
required each of us to
make changes in the
way we live. Likewise,
it
required
the
HOA to make many
changes to the way
we operate, some
obvious and others
not so obvious. When
2020 began none
of us were aware of
what this new year was going to bring, but by midMarch we were beginning to see the severity of what
was to come.
Stone Ridge Association planned and budgeted for
2020 as we have for each year, but with very little
warning we had to reevaluate the way we were
operating. When the Governor issued the Stay at
Home Order all staff members, with the exception
of our Operations staff, were sent home to work
remotely. We had to close all amenities and cancel all
our planned events. We continued to move forward by
getting the pools prepared in hopes of being able to
open. In addition, we had to purchase new technology
in order to hold meetings remotely, and we had to
put a reservation system in place so we could open
the pools.
With the children home from school and residents
telecommuting, there has been a significant increase
in the use of our walking trails, which also causes

an increase in the trash collection and dog waste
station maintenance. The Activities Committee and
many residents found new ways to provide events
that assured the social distancing requirements such
as the Food Truck Tuesdays, drive-in movies, virtual
dance parties, and more. Unlike many communities
around us, we were able to open our pools on July
1 with some restrictions. This required special
COVID cleanings every day, and additional staff was
necessary to assist with waivers and help monitor
social distancing at the pools.
Some have asked… Since the pools were not open for
a few weeks and the fitness center is closed we must
be getting a big refund. In addition to the unexpected
costs, the rest of our expenses remained unchanged;
the grass was mowed, landscaping was maintained
and improved, the trees trimmed, the street lights lit,
the fountains and ponds were maintained (so well we
attracted some swans!), the pool pumps were running
even with nobody swimming, and the staff continued
to work. We have also lost revenue from sponsorships
of events and rentals of our Nettle Mill clubhouse. We
did save on the daily cleaning of the fitness center.
News flash – is doesn’t amount to much when spread
over 3500 homes. Look for the final details on the 2021
budget in December’s Etched In Stone. Better yet –
attend the virtual Annual Meeting November 17th.
Until next month… Let us know how we can continue to
be a community while social distancing. The Activities
Committee continues to plan for alternative events but
they can always use more help. Send your thoughts,
ideas, offers of help to events@stoneridgehoa.org.
Stone Ridge will keep moving forward thanks to our
residents and that strong sense of community you all
exhibit each and every day. #LoveStoneRidgeVA.

Mike Rhodes

President
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THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS: PAUL HENRY, ALTON BRYANT,
BRIAN RODGERS, YANNICK R. BAPTISTE, AND MARILYN AND ROB BETSILL

SEPTEMBER BOARD
HIGHLIGHTS
PRESIDENT: Mike Rhodes
VICE PRESIDENT: Christie Nader

Appointed Meredith Hannon, Sam Shareef, Todd Rogers,
and Kevin Boteler to serve on the 2020 Election Committee.

SECRETARY: Leslie Lewis

Approved the proposal from HLS for pond cleaning.

DIRECTORS: Denise Harrover, Madhava Madireddy,
and Jamel Sparkes

Approved waiving the NSF fee on a homeowners’ account.

Appointed Jamel Sparkes to complete a Board member’s
unexpired term.

Approved the proposed payment plan from a homeowner.

Elected Christie Nader as the Vice President of the Board
of Directors.
Accepted consent agenda as presented.
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Approved waiving late fees on a homeowners’ account.

Approved the write-off of the two previous owners’ bad debt.
Approved the proposed 2021-2023 Signal 88
multi-year contract.

HALLOWEEN

HOUSE DECORATING CONTEST
Calling all witches, ghosts, pumpkins, and spiders! The Activities
Committee is looking forward to seeing what tricks or treats you have up
your sleeve for this year’s contest!
Residents who wish to participate and be judged may register between
October 5th and October 30th by emailing events@stoneridgehoa.org.
Judging will begin at 7:00 PM. on October 31st, so please make sure to have
all decorations displayed and any lighting turned on before then.
Prizes will be awarded for first, second, and third place in the following
categories: single family, townhomes, and condominiums.
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MESSAGE FROM
A NEIGHBOR
It’s been a few weeks now since the unimaginable happened
and we lost just about everything in a house fire. Thankfully,
all of us escaped. Our great neighbors were there for us
immediately. It’s taken me time to truly sit down and try
to express how thankful we are. And no matter what I say,
my words will never be able to fully express how everyone
has made us feel…loved, grateful, thankful, amazed,
astonished, blessed, and on and on.
Still, I am at a loss for words for the love and generosity we
have received.
We immediately had friends and neighbors helping us,
caring for my kids, and giving us shoes off their feet. Within

an hour our amazing friends and family had rallied for items
we needed to get through the night. What further followed
in the next days and weeks has been a blessing.
The meaning of community has a whole new definition to our
family. It’s not just the people around us but has extended
so much further; schools, church, local businesses, sports,
friends, family, and so many people we don’t even know, but
hope to in the future.
Thank you to the many fire fighters, police, other first
responders, and Red Cross. There is no possible way to fully
express our gratitude, but please know that every prayer,
every effort, the immeasurable generosity, the emotional
and physical support, and most of all, the love that has
surrounded us has made a tremendous difference. Thank
you is not enough, but thank you, thank you!
We are truly blessed.
Amanda Rohr

ONLINE VOTING
The Election Committee plans and promotes
the annual election process for the Board of
Directors and executes the Annual Meeting.
Meetings are held on an as needed basis.
Stone Ridge will offer an electronic voting
option again this year for the 2020 Stone
Ridge Board of Directors Election. While a
paper ballot option will still be mailed to each
residence, online voting offers a faster, safer,
and more convenient option!
SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES OF ONLINE VOTING ARE:
■ Speed – Voting is quick and easy
■ Smart – No voter fraud
■ Safe and Secure – Protected by technology

and hardware

■ Reliable – Unbiased and independent
■ Convenient – Vote anytime from anywhere
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Here’s what to expect: You will receive a
packet in the mail at the end of October. This
packet will include the Annual Meeting Notice,
the Annual Meeting Agenda, Eligibility to Vote,
Proxy Instructions, Annual Meeting Proxy Form,
Directions for Online Voting Using Votenet, and
Candidate Biographies.
After reviewing all of the information in the
packet, you will need to decide whether or
not you want to vote using paper, proxy, or electronically
through Votenet.
Every lot is allowed to cast one vote using one of the
methods listed above.
More information and step-by-step directions regarding
electronic voting through Votenet will be provided in the
November issue of Etched in Stone.
Save November 17, 2020 on your calendar for the
Annual Meeting.

WINTER IS COMING!
BY: CLAIRE FOOTE, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Do not be the last to winterize your home this season. As
a homeowner, it is important to protect your home from
the cold weather. It is easy to forget to prepare your home
for the cold temperatures, freezing rain, and snow that is
expected in the winter months.
The pipes should be the first thing that is protected. When
winter approaches, any water that remains in the pipes
can freeze causing the pipes to rupture. Pipes located in
exterior walls or uninsulated areas are prone to freezing
and can cause the most damage. Adding weather stripping
and caulking around areas where the cold air and moisture
could enter the home is a great preventative measure.
Making sure the home is properly insulated, along with
adding a pipe sleeve to the various pipes can prevent
damage. If you are short on time and do not have the proper
time to prepare for winter weather, then shutting off the
main water valve is beneficial. Opening cabinet doors and
sinks can help warm air enter the areas where pipes are
located to help reduce the chance of freezing.
Hose bibs are another element that needs to be winterized
to prevent rupturing. Be sure to disconnect the hose
before covering it with an insulating hose cover. Placing
an insulated cover over the bib will reduce the chance of
cold temperatures from rupturing the drain. Various covers
are available such as a hard-plastic shell or covers made of
durable cloth.

To avoid heat escaping and to prevent cold air from entering
your home properly caulking around windows is important.
Various types of caulk can be used to winterize your homes
such as latex or silicone options. Latex caulking is easier
to apply, replace, and is best suited for working with large
areas. If you are looking for an option that allows the
caulking to be done less frequently, then silicone is the
best. It is more flexible and holds up better to changing
temperatures and direct sunlight. There are also special
types of insulation to best suit your needs. Checking the
insulation is key to protecting your home from cold winds.
The insulation should be a minimum of 12 inches. Make
sure the paper backing is removed from the insulation
before installation.
Winterizing your home involves preparing your fireplace
and making sure it runs properly. Having a proper chimney
sweep helps eliminate built-up soot and debris that has
accumulated over the years. Cleaning the blower and
inspecting the damper are two elements that need to be
checked before using the fireplace for the season. The
damper is a device located on the fireplace that seals the
opening when not in use and the blower helps reduce energy
costs by forcing the heat to circulate the room instead of
escaping through the chimney. Some of these tasks are
“DIY” but hiring a professional to ensure the safety of the
fireplace and home is encouraged.
Hopefully, these winterizing tips will help you prepare your
home for the approaching chilly weather!
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Our summer certainly was not the same as years past
and the Activities Committee had to revise their schedule
of events due to COVID-19. Instead of the traditional pool
parties, the committee organized a drive-in movie night
series throughout the late summer and early fall following
health guidelines to ease up this difficult time for residents
and provided entertainment for the community!
Residents of all ages were able to enjoy Frozen II, Jumanji:
The Next Level, Sonic The Hedgehog, Aladdin, and Star
Wars: Rise of Skywalker. The committee purchased a
transmission to allow residents to tailgate or listen to the
movie through the radio in their cars.
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During several of the movie nights, the Hershey’s Ice
Cream truck was on-site providing tasty frozen treats and
beverages! The kindness of the owners, Patrick and Tina
made everyone’s night a little sweeter!
Many thanks to our Activities Committee members and two
of their spouses Brian Robinson and Jose Gonzales. Also
a special thanks to our new volunteers: Audrey Gentrup,
Matthew Nguyen, Yannick R. Baptiste, Gita Balakrishnan.
Lastly, a special thank you to Chip and Meredith Hannan,
Rob and Marilyn Betsill from the Communications
Committee for volunteering their time to make our movie
nights successful.
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WALTMAN TO THE FRONT:
ALDIE TEEN WINS SIX RACES TO CLAIM
SUMMER SHOOTOUT SERIES TITLE

WRITTEN BY CARL LUKAT | ORIGINAL SOURCE:
LOUDOUN TIMES | REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION
Jake Waltman entered the 10-race Bojangles
Summer Shootout Series at Charlotte
Motor Speedway aiming to win one
race. Waltman accomplished that
feat in just the second race of
the series.
“I knew we had a good car,
but the goal was really just to
win one race,” said Waltman,
a 16-year-old from Aldie. “We
wanted to stay out of [trouble],
get to the middle of the pack and
make sure we were competing for
a win every week.”
Racing a Legend car in the Semi-Pro
division, Waltman followed up his victory in
the second race by winning the next four races.
“As the series progressed, I started to figure out the car
a little more,” Waltman said. “And there was an idea that
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I had a chance to win or at least contend for a win every
single week.”
Waltman, a rising junior at John Champe
High School, completed the series
with six wins and two runner-up
finishes on his way to claiming
the Summer Shootout SemiPro Championship.
“To come home with six wins
and a championship belt,
that’s very humbling,” Waltman
said. He added, “It’s very cool
to do it in Charlotte, the home
of racing.”
Waltman credits his race team,
family and sponsors for contributing
to his success. His race team features
Kevin Cram, a former NASCAR crew chief,
and Dawson Cram, a driver in NASCAR’s Gander
RV & Outdoors Truck Series.

“There are so many people that helped make
this happen. The driving is what people
see but a lot of it is what people don’t
see,” Waltman said. “There’s a lot
of things that go into putting the
car on the track.”

As for what’s next on his racing schedule,
Waltman said “I’m just looking for
opportunities at this point, talking to
people and trying to get my name
out there.”
“We are surfing the horizon for
maybe bigger cars but when
cars get bigger and faster, it
becomes more expensive,”
he continued. “My goal right
now is to still drive the
Legend cars through this
year and maybe look for some
opportunities in a Late Model
or some other big car toward
the end of this year and starting
next year.”

Waltman started racing go
karts in 2012, competing in
a youth league at Allsports
Grand Prix in Sterling. He
raced a Bandolero car at
tracks throughout Virginia
for two years before moving
to a Legend car.
Following
two
years
of
competing in the Young Lions
division of Legend cars, Waltman is
in his first year in the Semi-Pro division.
He won a race and finished second overall
at the 2020 Winter Heats, also contested at Charlotte
Motor Speedway.

You can follow Waltman’s racing progress
on his Facebook page at Jake Waltman Racing.

Committed to Making YOU Feel Better
Sports Injuries
Shoulder Tendonitis
Knee / Hip Pain
Ankle Injuries
Worker’s Comp Injuries
Auto Accident Injuries

Orthopedic Conditions
Arthritis
Neck Pain
Back Pain / Sciatica
Walking / Balance
Difficulties

43130 Amberwood Plaza Suite 100
South Riding, VA 20152
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MIKE HUBER
It was 1969 when Mike Huber turned eleven years old, his
parents- George and Peggy- received permission to open a
furniture store on the military base in Wiesbaden, Germany.
The success of their store grew and eventually they had
thirteen stores across Germany, one in England and one
in Spain.
Thirteen years later, in 1982, the Hubers opened a retail
operation in Fair Oaks Mall and Mike Huber returned from
Europe to run the operation. His parents decided to close
the Fair Oaks location a few years later, but Mike and his wife
wanted to stay in Virginia and raise their family. Mike took the
challenge and purchased the remaining inventory, and the
name for $10,000.
That was the start of Belfort Furniture. “Belle” in French means
“beautiful” and “Fort” means “strong”, two words that describe
fine craftsman furniture. Instead of selling at a regional mall,
Belfort Furniture was operation out of a Herndon warehouse.
After focusing on one customer at a time, Mike would drive
home everyday looking at an empty shopping center and
saw potential for his business. After working with the Small
Business Administration, Belfort opened its first 35,000
square foot showroom in 1993. Ten years later, after rapid
growth, an additional 20,000 square-foot showroom opened
across the street.
In 2006, Belfort opened an 8,000-distribution center with
state-of-the-art technology for inventory control just five
miles from their central campus.
Now known as the largest furniture store in the Washington
DC region, in November 2018, Belfort Furniture celebrated the
grand re-opening of their redesigned showroom.
12

An appearance by Drew and Jonathan Scott from HGTV fame
helped kick off the festivities. In the months since, other
celebrity appearances have included: Erin and Napier of
Hometown (HGTV), Thoma Fillicia of Get a Room with Carson
& Thom (Bravo), and Bobby Berk of Queer Eye (Netflix). Belfort
Furniture carries the Bobby Berk for ART Furniture, the Thom
Fillicia Home Collection with Vanguard Furniture, and the
Laurel Mercantile Home, and the Scott Living Home collections.
Mike and his family also own the award-winning Stone Tower
Winery atop Hogback Mountain south of Leesburg. Stone
Tower Winery offers magnificent views with premium wines
matched by impeccable hospitality. The Huber’s since the
beginning have been working with top-notch viticulturists,
soil specialists, and oenologists.
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MAKING BIRTHDAYS SPECIAL
ICING SMILES IS BAKING A DIFFERENCE

Icing Smiles a nonprofit organization
that provides custom “dream” cakes
to families impacted by a child with a
critical illness and their siblings.
Tracy Quisenberry had the corporate
career working in taxation for a
Fortune 500 company and walked
away to care for a sick child and fell
in love with cake decorating. Tracy
knew that a custom cake was a
luxury to families with a child fighting
an illness.
“With less income, I began to
consider ways to create homemade
memories,” Tracy writes on her website. “I decided to start
with a three-dimensional cake for my son’s birthday. The
cake was really ugly. But I was proud, and a fire was lit.”
“I started baking for friends and was determined to create
cakes that transported kids to a sugary world of fantasy
and imagination. Through the magic of a unique cake, small
birthday celebrations were easily turned into memorable,
wondrous events.”
After baking cakes at home, Tracy’s family couldn’t eat them
all, so she dropped them off at a nearby Ronald McDonald
House and Icing Smiles was born.
Icing Smiles is not a bakery. They do not even own an oven
or bags of sugar. This organization works with a group of
volunteers known as “Sugar Angels”. These Sugar Angels are
local bakery owners, amateur cake decorators, and home
bakers who have signed up to volunteer and bake delicious
cakes that take children and their families away from
medical treatment for just a few minutes.
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“I heard about Icing Smiles through
our clinic” said Sam Shiref. “Our
social worker provided us with a list
of organizations that assist families
while they are in treatment. Our
first-time using Icing Smiles was
for Jenna’s 8th birthday. She had a
unicorn themed party and man, o’
man, was that cake fabulous!!!
“They made the process so easy.
We filled out an online request form
and from there we were linked
with a local baker who created a
masterpiece for Jenna. It was a
cake she will never forget. Chubby
the unicorn is still sitting in our freezer; he’s too cute
to eat. Not only though do they provide cakes for sick
children, but siblings as well. It was a real treat to get such
a phenomenal cake for her brother’s birthday weeks later.”
To date, 21,700+ cakes have been delivered creating smiles
by 12,200+ volunteers that represent all fifty states and
some international destinations.
Several families in Stone Ridge have benefited from
Icing Smiles.
It took a sick child to lead Tracy to find her purpose to turn
cake batter and frosting into joy, happiness, and much
needed smiles.
If you are a baker and wish to bring smiles to stressed out
families or if you have a sick child or a sibling you can request
a cake also on their website, just follow their guidelines.

STONE RIDGE
GOES GOLD FOR
CHILDHOOD CANCER
BY SAM SHIREF
With so many different
colored ribbons that have
different meanings, the GOLD
ribbon is the only one that
stands for all different types
of cancers in the childhood
community. It symbolizes
and stands for the children
who are fighting, who have
fought and survived, and
to those who have lost their battles too soon to different
forms of cancer.
September has been the designated month every year for
Childhood Cancer Awareness since 2012. It’s the one month
every year where families can support and raise awareness
to a cause that is affecting too many of our children. Every
day in America, at least 43 children are diagnosed with
cancer, and out of that number, 12% of those children do
not survive. Childhood cancer remains the leading cause
of death in children under the age of 15. Hearing the words,
“your child has cancer,” is something no parent ever wants
to hear; but it is our reality, and reality to many families
throughout the Northern VA area. We are blessed to live in
a region where there are many organizations that support
these children and their families.
As I walk through my Stone Ridge community every
morning, I stare and adjust the beautiful gold ribbons that
were placed on the mailboxes in honor of this month. I am
thankful that our beautiful daughter Jenna was one of the
lucky ones, a survivor, and to all those that follow her. “We
fight together, never alone.” This is something I would tell
Jenna every morning while she was in treatment. There
are so many amazing organizations like Icing Smiles, Team
Mathias and StillBrave supporting these amazing families
and children, by helping ease an already big burden families
have to endure while in treatment. It is truly inspiring to
see the wonderful organizations and the communities
come together when a family is in need, whether it be one
GOLD ribbon or one SLICE of cake at a time. We are all in
this together…
15

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR:
TODD HAMLIN

Todd grew up in Chantilly where he received his first
camera for his 7th birthday. He graduated from George
Mason University, where he played soccer. He purchased
into Stone Ridge seven years ago after living very close to
Washington immediately after his graduation.

Marc Riboud once said, “taking pictures is savoring life
intensely, every hundredth of a second.”
Two years ago, Todd and his father, George founded
Photodecor.net, the home for exceptional canvas prints at
affordable prices.
While there is a lot of competition in the home décor
market, Todd says that Photodecor.net is set apart by
giving their customers amazing value to decorate their
homes. “Our prints have outstanding quality, easy to hang,
competitively priced, and everything on our site ships for
free - always.”
“We sell canvas prints of pictures we’ve taken” Todd
recently said. “My home here in Stone Ridge was actually
our inspiration to create the business. I’ve been fortunate
to travel to some awesome places and I wanted to put those
memories on my walls. I found a vendor that makes canvas
prints with fantastic quality at a great price. Friends and
family loved the look, so we decided to go into business
with the idea of giving people an easy and affordable way
to decorate their walls without having to leave their home.”

I love traveling, photography, hiking, and all things sports.
“There’s a large selection of images from cities and
places from around the world but our specialty is local
photography” Todd said. “Having lived in Northern Virginia
for 30 years, we’ve been able to capture a lot of special
moments from our home state.”
He has visited 39 states and 16 international countries.
Many small businesses have struggled during the Covid-19
pandemic, the opposite has happened for Todd and
Photodecor.net.
“Staying closer to home has given us the chance to take
a lot more pictures around the neighborhood” Todd said.
“The herons, beavers, and turtles from around the pond
make appearances throughout the website.
Stone Ridge neighbors have plenty of options when it comes
to decorating their walls with images featuring local scenes,
animals, and more. New images are added frequently.
Todd is currently employed with Capital One as an Agile
Delivery Lead which is a fancy way of saying of helping
keep software engineers in line and make sure the teams
work as efficient as possible.
With the holidays approaching, Photodecor.net offers
great gifts for the special someone in your life.
For more information, please visit Photodecor.net.
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SELLING YOUR HOME...
BY JULIE LOY, ARC ADMINISTRATOR
If you are selling your home, one of the documents
Virginia law (Property Owners’ Association Act or POAA)
requires you to obtain is the Association’s Resale
Disclosure documents or packet for your property.
Disclosure documents contain pertinent information
regarding any design or maintenance violations that
may have been observed during an inspection of
your property.
When requesting resale disclosure information about
Stone Ridge Association, and according to the terms
of the Virginia Property Owners Association Act
(POAA), the Association is required to provide you,
the seller, with the most current documents, meeting
minutes, etc.
What is a Resale inspection? A Resale inspection is a full
inspection of the exterior of the home. The Disclosure
documents contain important information regarding
any design or maintenance violations that were
observed during the inspection of your property. They
will also include assessment information, community
amenities, a map of the community, as well as other
homeowner resource materials, and is a major part of
most real estate transactions.

14 days from the day of request to deliver the resale
disclosure documents for your property. If a rush is in
order, this can also be requested. Your realtor can order
the documents at www.homewisedocs.com, and fees
for disclosure documents are set by the state of Virginia.
If you live in a condo (Amber Springs, Mercer Park, Stone
Springs, Summerwalk) you need to contact First Service
Residential at 703.385.1133 or www.fsresidential.com.
If you live in Centre Park Condos or Stone Mill Corner
you will need to contact SFMC Resale Department at
703.392.6006 or www.sfmcinc.com and request the
condo documents and unit inspection. Condos have
their own separate package and need to be order
in addition to the master association (Stone Ridge)
disclosure documents.
We cannot contact First Service Residential or SFMC, the
request must be made by the owner or their authorized
real estate agent.
When getting ready to sell your home, speak with your
Realtor and ask them to help with doing your own
inspection to be certain your home is pristine, and has
that curb appeal that says, “Buy Me.”

It is helpful to check for the following:
■ Decks & Fences are clean and in good condition
■ Doors and shutters are not faded
■ Clean siding
■ Landscaping beds (clean, fresh mulch, weeds

removed, etc.)

■ Ensure an application has been submitted for any

exterior modification not installed by the builder

These are just a few samples of what is looked at during
the time of inspection. Notification will be included with
the Resale if the inspector finds anything in violation.
Virginia law requires that only the owner or his/her
authorized agent may purchase and receive the resale
disclosure documents. By law, the Association, has
17

SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK
ROAD TRIP
Autumn has arrived and many have said, Virginia is the
most beautiful state during the autumn months due to the
leaves changing colors. One of the most popular places in
the state to see fall foliage is Shenandoah National Park.
Located just 36 miles from Stone Ridge, Shenandoah
National Park is picturesque for family photo albums,
Instagram, and memories for years to come.
In 1925, Congress and President Calvin Coolidge authorized
the National Park Service to acquire land to create
Shenandoah National Park. However, no federal funds could
be used to acquire the land. It required the Commonwealth
of Virginia to use state funds, solicit private donations,
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or use eminent domain. While the state legislature
appropriated $1 million dollars to begin purchasing land,
unfortunately the state had to use its authority under the
eminent domain lands to secure the mass acreage that
eventually was given to the National Park Service.
On December 26, 1935, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt finally established Shenandoah National Park
and construction began immediately on the Blue Ridge
Parkway. The park was officially dedicated on July 3, 1936.
Shenandoah National Park is a 300-square-mile
sanctuary of nature that is home to Skyline Drive the main

thoroughfare for travelers. Skyline Drive runs 105 miles
from Front Royal to Waynesboro. Shenandoah has three
districts- North, Central, and South, each with its own
uniqueness and characteristics.
With over 200,000 acres of protected land, Shenandoah
offers over 500 miles of trails including 101 miles of the
Appalachian Trail. Some of those trails lead to beautiful
waterfalls as others will lead you deep into the Virginia
wilderness. It is likely you will see deer, songbirds, and
maybe even a bear or two!
Shenandoah National Park is open and has been a popular
destination during the Covid-19 pandemic, but the month of
October is always the most visited month. Are you looking
for a daytrip and wondering when this month you should
venture to the park? Just remember the park is over one
hundred miles long and different parts of the park will
change colors at different times. The National Park Service
reports that it’s impossible to predict a peak day or week

(similar to the cherry blossoms in Washington DC). In
order to assist visitors, park staff use social media to post
pictures to let you know the current status of color and
there is even a webcam online.
Here are some tips for you to have a memorable visit:
■ Visit during the week and not during the weekend.
■ The two northern entrances are the busiest and have

the longest wait times.

■ There is an entrance fee.
■ Bring layers of clothing; there is a 10-degree difference.

For more information, please visit,
www.nps.gov/shen/index.htm.
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HOW TO CONDUCT
A BREAST SELF‑EXAM
SUBMITTED BY STONESPRINGS HOSPITAL CENTER
Healthcare professionals emphasize that there is value
in conducting a regular breast self-exam in order to help
identify breast cancer in its early stages. Sarah Cannon
recommends that women age 20 and older conduct
monthly breast self-exams.
■ Perform your self-exam two weeks after your period

starts, when your breasts are less likely to be sensitive
or sore.

■ Using a mirror, begin with your hands on your hips and

look at your breasts to observe that they are their usual
shape, size and color, are evenly shaped and are without
visible distortion or swelling. You should be looking
for dimpling, puckering or bulging of the skin, nipple
discharge or a change in the nipple’s position, as well as
redness, soreness, rash or swelling.

■ Still in front of the mirror, raise your arms and look for

the same observances as you did with your hands on
your hips.
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■ While lying down, using your right hand to feel your left

breast and left hand to feel your right breast. Using a
firm, but smooth touch with the pad of your fingers, use
a circular motion about the size of a quarter to feel all
parts of each breast. Be sure to cover the entire breast
from your collarbone to the top of your abdomen and
from your armpit to your cleavage.

■ Be sure to cover all the tissue from the shallow parts of

the breast to the deepest parts. Use light pressure for
the skin and tissue just beneath the nipple and medium
pressure for the tissue in the middle of the breast. Use
firmer pressure for the deep tissue in the back – when
you feel this part of the breast, you should be able to feel
your ribcage.

■ Finally, repeat the exam process while standing or

sitting. Many women find it easiest to do this portion
while the skin is wet, so you may opt to do this portion in
the shower.

■ If you come across any unusual findings – a lump,

bump, a tender spot that wasn’t there last month, nipple
discharge, change in coloring, change in size or anything
similar, schedule an appointment with your doctor for an
evaluation to determine if any imaging or tests should
be done. It is important to also remember not to panic,
since breast tissue goes through many phases, so a
tender spot or change in size does not necessarily mean
anything concerning.

CONTACT
US TODAY!
703-327-0327

southridingdds.com

NOTHING BEATS A

We are excited to
meet you!
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a
NEW
Fall SPATIENT SPECIAL

GREAT SMILE.
KARL URBAN

$

79
PER ADULT

&

69

$

PER CHILD

Includes Oral Exam, Cleaning, Bitewing X-Rays, FMX & Periodontal Evaluation (Up to a $443 Value). Child fee only valid on children under 12. New Patients ONLY. Must pay at
time of service. Must present this ad at appointment. Not valid if you fail to keep appointment time. Not valid in combination with insurance. Not valid for patients with
periodontal disease. Coupons/offers may not be combined. Offer Valid until 10/31/20.
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TIPS FOR OCTOBER

THE FALL PLANTING MONTH
Source: Loudoun County Master Gardeners

FLOWERS
■ Continue edging and mulching beds;

be sure they are weed free; clean out
faded flowers and vegetables

■ Plant fall bloomers like asters,

ornamental cabbage and kale

■ Continue planting spring-blooming bulbs, divide and

plant perennials

■ Propagate annuals and perennials by cuttings
■ Bring any tender flowers inside (geraniums)

to overwinter

■ Dig up tender bulbs after foliage yellows and before

frost; allow to air dry and store in a cool dry spot inside
the house

■ Pot spring bulbs for forcing like daffodils, hyacinths,

and tulips and put in cold frame, garage, or refrigerator
(@ 40 degrees) to bring inside in January and February;
keep moist

GARDEN
■ Plant cool season salad greens in a

cold frame or protected site; cover if
necessary from early frost

■ Harvest any warm season crops before

frost; extend your season by covering during early frosts;
enclose tomato cages to encourage ripening
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■ Pot herbs to take inside for winter use (chives, oregano,

rosemary and sweet marjoram); sow parsley in a pot

■ Now is a good time to start a compost pile with the

abundance of leaves, and grass clippings

LAWN
■ Leave seed heads and grasses for

birds to eat and hide

■ Start fall clean up and compost

anything not diseased or
pest infested

■ Turn soil and prepare beds for next year; plant cover

crops if desired

TREES/SHRUBS
■ Still plant and/or transplant shrubs

and trees

■ Water evergreens to keep them from

drying out during the winter

The average first frost date is October 15th – be prepared!
For more information please contact the Loudoun
County Master Gardener Help desk with your questions:
703-771-5150 or loudounmg@vt.edu.

Their first years. Our first priority.

Primrose School of Aldie
703.348.5615
PrimroseAldie.com

Primrose School of South Riding
703.327.2400
PrimroseSouthRiding.com

Call for a tour.
Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools is a registered trademark of Primrose School Franchising SPE, LLC.
©2020 Primrose School Franchising SPE, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Amendments and four Loudoun County
bond questions. I will have more
information about those ballot questions
in my newsletters.
The County has set up a webpage
dedicated to the election at www.
loudoun.gov/novemberelection.
This
website has information about the three
ways that you can vote in the November 3
General Election.

Supervisor Matt Letourneau
DULLES DISTRICT

There is no more important right and
obligation than voting. It is truly what
separates democracies like ours from
other forms of government in which
citizens are not free. This year, between
changes in Virginia law, the coronavirus,
and a hard-fought presidential election,
I know there are some questions and
concerns about the process, so I want to
share some information with you.
First and foremost, Loudoun County
citizens should have confidence that
the Loudoun Office of Elections and
Voter Registration is one of the best in
the entire Commonwealth. Loudoun’s
elections are free, fair and professionally
run, and I’m pleased to say that due to
their competence and leadership, our
staff in the Registrar’s office has a leading
role assisting the entire region through
the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments. You can read more about
their work here: https://www.loudoun.
gov/4117/Elections-Voter-Registration.
On November 3, the Loudoun Office of
Elections will conduct a General Election
that will feature the vote for President
and Vice President as well as United
States Senator, Member of the United
States House of Representatives for the
10th District, two Virginia Constitutional
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First, you can vote at home. If you are
concerned about COVID-19 or have a
physical handicap that prevents you
from going to the polls, you can apply
for a mail-in ballot at the web address
above. You are encouraged to do so
as soon as possible. So far, the Office
of Elections has received over 35,000
requests for mail-in ballots: compared
to 4,000 requests at this time in a
normal election year, the number is quite
high – as expected. You can mail your
ballots to or drop them off at the Office
of Elections and Voter Registration,
located at 750 Miller Drive SE, Suite C in
Leesburg. Please note that if you select
this option and then change your mind
and choose a different method, your vote
will initially be counted as a provisional
ballot until the Office confirms you didn’t
also send in a mail in ballot. Ballots must
be postmarked no later than Election Day
or dropped off at the Office of Elections
no later than 7:00 PM on Election Day.
Second, you can vote early until October
30. Early voting has already started at the
Office of Elections in Leesburg. Starting
on October 17 and continuing through
October 31, you can also vote locally at
the Dulles South Senior Center in South
Riding. During this two week stretch,
voting will be open Saturdays from 9 AM –
5 PM; Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 10 AM – 6 PM; and Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8:30 AM – 8 PM. Initially,
the Office of Elections had planned
for approximately 30-40% of voters to
vote prior to Election Day; in the end,

that number will be much higher due to
COVID-19.
Third, you can vote on Election Day in
person at your polling location (which
can be confirmed on the Office of
Elections website listed above). Due to
COVID-19, preventative measures will be
in place at polling locations. Staff has
been working closely with the Health
Department and Emergency Operations
Center to ensure voter health and safety.
Social distancing of 6 feet or greater will
be employed. All voters will be required
to wear masks while in line or voting.
Disinfectant measures will depend on
the individual polling place but will be a
priority, as all locations will be equipped
with face coverings, sanitizing wipes,
disinfectant, and more. Medical Reserve
Corps volunteers will be stationed at
the polling locations to help with these
practices. I receive questions from time
to time about whether there are enough
election officials to staff early voting
sites and election Day precincts; at this
point, County Staff believes that the
volunteer pool is more than sufficient
to fill these positions. However, please
be patient with poll workers on Election
Day – they will be putting in long hours
and will be trying their best to keep the
process moving while ensuring the safety
of the voters.
This year’s election will be a busy one.
Turnout in Loudoun is generally high
for presidential elections, and with all
these new options, it may end up being
the highest ever. Make a plan to vote as
early as possible and stick with it. I know
there are some especially strong feelings
about the candidates this year, but let’s
remember that we’re all neighbors in the
same community when all is said and
done! As always, I’m here to serve you
on behalf of our County government no
matter your political party or who you
vote for!

OTHER CONTACTS
SFMC | Assessment................................... 703-392-6006 Ext. 206
Van Metre Customer Care........................ 703-348-5806
Allegra Print & Imaging
(Real Estate Signs)................................... 703-444-5555
Mainsteet Mailbox..................................... 571-379-8454

STONE RIDGE ASSOCIATION, INC.

® 2020

24605 Stone Carver Drive, Stone Ridge, VA 20105
office@stoneridgehoa.org
www.StoneRidgeHOA.org
Office: 703-327-5179 Fax: 703-542-2811
After Hours Emergency Number: 888-980-8958
STAFF
General Manager | Kathy R. Beaulne, PCAM
kbeaulne@stoneridgehoa.org
Assistant Manager | Amanda Thomason, CMCA, AMS
athomason@stoneridgehoa.org
Operations Supervisor | Charles Hoffman, CMCA
choffman@stoneridgehoa.org
ARC Administrator | Julie Loy
jloy@stoneridgehoa.org
Events Coordinator | Edit Sherry
esherry@stoneridgehoa.org
Communications Coordinator | Brandon Thomas
bthomas@stoneridgehoa.org
Administrative Assistant | Claire Foote
cfoote@stoneridghoa.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Activities | Alton Bryant
ARC | Freddy Zambrano
Covenants | Dalia Tadjerouni
Communications | Marilyn Betsill
Elections | Todd Rogers

CONDO MANAGEMENT
Amber Springs |
First Service Residential.......................... 703-385-1133
Centre Park | SFMC, Inc............................. 703-392-6006
Mercer Park | First Service Residential... 703-385-1133
Stone Mill Corner | SFMC, Inc.................... 703-392-6006
Stone Springs | First Service Residential.... 703-385-1133
Summerwalk | First Service Residential.703-385-1133

UTILITIES
Patriot Disposal........................................ 703-257-7100
American Disposal.................................... 703-368-0500
Dominion Energy...................................... 866-366-4357
Loudoun Water......................................... 571-291-7880
Miss Utility................................................. 811 or 800-552-7001
NOVEC ....................................................... 888-335-0500
Washington Gas........................................ 703-750-1000
Washington Gas (Emergency).................. 800-752-7520
Emergencies............................................ 911
Loudoun County Sheriff’s Dept............. 703-777-1021

OTHER
Building and Development....................... 703-777-0397
Building Inspections................................. 703-777-0220
Dulles Urgent Care.................................... 703-542-7921
Animal Control.......................................... 703-777-0406
Animal Emergency Hospital..................... 703-777-5755
Dulles South Multipurpose Center........... 571-258-3456
Gum Spring Library................................... 571-258-3838
Parks & Recreation................................... 703-777-0343
Poison Control Hotline.............................. 800-222-1222
Post Office | Sully Station......................... 703-378-5502
StoneSprings Hospital.............................. 571-349-4000
Transit & Commuter Services................. 703-777-0280
Treasurer................................................... 703-777-0380
Voter Registration.................................... 703-777-0380
Vehicle Registration................................. 703-777-0260

PUBLIC OFFICIALS
Jeff Morse | School Board........................ 571-420-2243
Matthew Letourneau | Dulles Supervisor.703-777-0204
Phyllis Randall | County Chairman........... 703-777-0224

SCHOOLS
Arcola Elementary.................................... 703-957-4390
Goshen Post Elementary.......................... 571-367-4030
John Champe High School....................... 703-722-2680
Mercer Middle School............................... 703-957-4340
Pinebrook Elementary............................. 703-957-4325
Willard Intermediate School.................... 571-367-4040
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CLASSIFIEDS
EXERCISE WHILE
YOU ISOLATE!

Don’t let social distancing sidetrack your fitness! Join
me through Face Time for private personal training
sessions in your home, AT A HUGE DISCOUNT! No special
equipment needed! Get ready to sculpt, tone, strengthen
and increase flexibility with my 30+ years’ experience
to be your healthiest in 2020 and beyond! Individualized
programs; weight loss/nutritional guidance; prenatal/
postpartum; Yoga/Pilates; all ages/fitness levels. Safe and
effective. FREE phone consultation.
Stephanie Gotfried 703-542-2595;
stephaniegotfried@gmail.com; www.fitnesstogova.com

MASON’S LAWN
& LANDSCAPE

A FULL SERVICE CUSTOM DESIGN, BUILD & MAINTENANCE
COMPANY. Providing aProfessional Landscape Service
Experience. Certified Horticulturist on Staff.
Services: Mowing, Lawn Fertilization, Overseeding,
Clean-up and Mulching, Trimming Shrubs, Snow Removal,
Power Washing, Fence Staining, Planting, Paver Patios &
Walkways, Lawn Sprinkler, Landscape Lighting.
703-594-GRO;
ryan@masonslandscape.com; www.masonslandscape.com

AS S O C I AT I O N AS S E S S M E N T S
Reminder to adjust your monthly
association fees if you use online banking through your bank.
Residents in the condos need to contact your management company.

MAIL ASSOCIATION PAYMENTS WITH COUPON TO:
Stone Ridge Association
c/o SFMC
P.O. Box 66571
Phoenix, AZ 66571

ALL ASSESSMENT PAYMENTS ARE
DUE ON THE 1ST OF EACH MONTH

26

27

STONE RIDGE ASSOCIATION
24605 STONE CARVER DRIVE
STONE RIDGE, VA 20105

ARE YOU STAYING INFORMED?
1 WEBSITE

2 WEEKLY EMAIL

3 FACEBOOK

4 INSTAGRAM

STONERIDGEHOA.ORG

@FACEBOOK.COM/
STONERIDGEASSOCIATION/

5 TWITTER

@STONERIDGEVAHOA

SIGN UP ON WEBSITE

@STONERIDGEVIRGINIA

6 MOBILE APP

HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED THE
STONE RIDGE HOA APP FROM
YOUR APP STORE?

